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INDUSTRIAL TRACT POSES NEW ISSUE

Some Hanover residants warry about the impact nonstruction of 50 homes on this polluted indusirial sile will have an the ss?mnl smem

Hanover considers homes on factory site

By Margarst McHugh

STAR-LEDGER STARE

The asbandoned Rowe Interns-
tional vending machine factory in
Hanover would be knocksd down,
the site cleansd of contaminants and
replaced with 50 homes under @ plan
expested fo be voted onby the plan-
ning board tonight.

While Mayor Ron Franciol is
pleased that the pollnted Meaere
Troy Hills Road site will get a new
Hife, some residents and school offl
cigls worry about the impaet the
subdivision will have on the sehwol
system,

“Two years ago, Rowe Interna-
tional was & very terrible brownfield.
b wag a polluted site,” Fransioli said,
“The idea of taking that industrial
site, and making it clean even for
housing to be build there was somes
thing the township applauded.”

Butb there g a tradeoll The
township is sllowing a higher density
subdivision compared fo the sw-
rounding nelghborhoods.

When Rowe moved oud In 1995
after more than 40 years of opera-
tion, “they leflt us with a problem
site,” the mayor said.

The fownship ehenged the zon-
ing from Industeisl fo residential in
1997, requiving Bowe to do 8 much
more  stringend  environmental
cleanup, and Rowe sued,

But that lawsalb was dropped
when @ Colorsdo-based environ-
mental remedistion and develap-
ment frm, ealled LandBank,
stepped info the pisture,

LandBank acquired the prop-
erty, and has begun the cleanup
while Livingsion-bagsed Sterling
Praperties seeks planning board ap-
proval for aboud 50 single-Damily,
heib-million dollsr homes,

Steding Properiies will fske
ownership of the land when the
cleanup 3 completed in less thun
Lwo yenrs, said Kyle Cascloli, diree-
tor of real sstete acquisitions ab
LandBank.

Dascloll suld  the developers
needed the higher density to make
the project profitable. LandBank, a
fiveyegrold Srm that hes done g
dozen profeets natiovwide tuming
poliuted sites into usable ones, sx-
pets bo pour 28 much as 843 million
{nto the Rowe property.

Commitiee member Len Fadello
sald that while he's glad the pollu
tants will be removed, the deal hurts
thetownship.

“1 think i golng to be s cost to
the fownship in the long run® be-
cause of the additionsl schoolehil
dren, Farlelo said,

Realdent Pern Wolkin wondered
how miany students the development
will add to the schools.

Wolkin attended the Dee 21
public hearing, “and not & siagle per
son asked a single question about
how this is golog to affent the
sehools*

Hanover School Superintendent
Salvatore Sansone sald the project is
forcing the K-8 distriet o begin
studying options to make sure none
of the sehools gels overcrowded, The
students would atiend Bee Meadow
Sehool, under the current distriet
setup,

Sansone expects the new devel
opment could add between 60 and
80 students, g that includes some
who would attersd the Hanover Pak
Regional High School Distriet.

The district thoughb that the de-
velopment of Rowe was b Jeast four
years off, “but the thneline hag heen
greatly reduced, he said,




